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Illustration of 2 Thes. i. 9. 


&& Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 


from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 


his power.” 


(Continued from page 161.) 


24, Let us now consider the nature and duration of 


the punishment. No doubt is entertained by most 
people, that the punishment here refers to a future 
state.-is the same as the punishment of hell fire, and is 
endless in itsduration. But of this the remarks alrea- 
dy made, ought to lead us to doubt. Those now to be 


made, we think place it beyond a doubt, that the apos- |’ 


tle had no reference to a future state of existence, but 
describes the punishment which the Jews are now asa 
uation suffering. ‘To shew this let us, 

Ist. Attend to the nature of the punishment. It is 
called, *‘ destruction from the presence of the Lord 
avd from the glory of his power.” It will not, for it 
cannot be disputed, that the punishment described by 
these words, is the same as the righteous judgment of 
God mentioned verse 5th, and called tribulation verse 
6th, and the same as the vengeance to be yielded verse 
8th.— Besides, the punishment in all these verses, is to 
be inflicted on the same persons. The nature of the 
punishment is thus described, ** who shall be punished 
with ererlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power.” To many. 
these words no doubt will appear utterly irreconcilable 
with the views wnich we have advance:!.. We shal: 
thesetere give this a particular consideration, and we 
hope to convince every candid man, that eo far from 
teaching the doctrine of endless misery, this part of the 
paseage conclusively shews, that the views! have aid- 
vanced are correct. 

Let it be then observed, that the persons who know 
not God and obey not the gospel of Christ, are said to 
be punished, to be punished with everlasting destrue- 


tion, and with everlasting destruction from the pre-: 


sence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power.—lt 
is easily perceived, that much depends as to a correct 
understanding of the passage, on the meaning of the 
phrase, 

** Presence of the Lord.» What then is the scrip- 
ture sense of this expression?—It may be observed at 
the outset of our examination of this expression, that 
the words face of God, and face of the Lord, are the 





~~ 


—— - ————— 
2d. Butfurther: | find that the ‘phrase presence of|and indeed until the Temple at Jerusalem was built, 
ithe Lord, refers. to heaven or the dwelling place of the | was considered by the Jews as the peculiar residence 
Most High. Thus ii is said of Christ, that he, “ is! of the Lord. There he was considered as having his 
gone into heaven, now to appear in the presence of God | abode, and there their service and worship of him were, 
for us.” Heb. ix. 24,—and in Luke i, 19, the angel | performed. 
who appeared to Zacharias says, “‘ 1 am Gabriel,that| That the Temple at Jerusalem, was considered by 
stand in the presence of God.’? But it is also a plain | the Jews as the place of God's presence, we shall now 
case here, that the persons in the passage before us | attempt to shew, because this has a very important 
could not be punished with everlasting destruction | connexion with the passage we are iliustrating. We 
from the presence of thé Lord in this sense, for in this do this, not because this would be disputed, but for 
sense they never were in his presence. Were they |/teasons which will be obvious without any statement 
ever in heaven, and like Gabriel in the presence of of them, in ascertuining the meaning of the phrase, 
| the Lord ? presence of the Lord, in the text before us. The proof 
3d. If we attend further to the scriptures, and allow | here is difficult, not from a lack, but from a profusion of 
them to explain this phrase, presence of the Lord, or | evidence, soas to bring it within a small compass. 
face of God, it evideutly refers to some places in this} he whole earth is the Lord’s, but the land of Judea 
world, where God met with, and manifested himself in | ¥* considered Gcd’s‘land, and giyen by him to the 
some way to men, and where they assembled to wor-|*eed of Abraham, Jerusalem and the Temple there, 
hip him. I[ shall illustrate the truth of this at some | Werte considered by the Jews as the peculiar residence 
ength, as it has a direct bearing on the passage we of Jehovah, There the symbols of the divine glory 
Notice then, that the place were; Were placed, and God is said to dwell between the 
| God met with Jacob, (Gen. xxxii. 30) is called, ‘+ Pe- cherubims, Ps, lxxx. The loaves or shew bread plac- 
nuel,” which is interpreted in the margin, to mean | ed in the temple were called, ** the loaves of the pre- 
‘t the face of God.” sence, or faces.” \ iewed in this light, there is a pe- 
| God face to face, and my life is preserved.” culiar beauty and force in the following among other 
| But farther, it is said, Job. i. 6, “Now there was aj Passages which might be quoted. “ Let us come be- 
| day when the cous of God came to present themselves | oF his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joy- 
ful noise unto him with Psalms. Serve the Lord with 
gladness, come before his presence with singing. Glo- 


| before the Lord and satan came also among them.”’—— 
-|'y and honor are in his presence; strength and glad- 
ss are in his place,” Ps. xcv. 2, and c. 2, 1 Chron. 





s 
| 





| . . 
}are considering. 


And Jacob says, ** Lhave seen 
9 





| Here a place is evidently referred to where God is said 
‘to be, and the sons of Ged and satan came before him." 
| Now compare this with verse 12th, where it is said, | He 
and still referring to the same place ;—*S so satan went | Xvi. 27. 

The same | That the land of Judea and particularly the Temple, 
Here is a place not were looked on as the place of God’s presence, is fur- 
ither evident. ‘Thus it is said, Jonah i. 3, “* But Jonah 
| rose up to flee unto Tarshish, from the presence of the 
| questions, whether the sons of God were angels or | lord.” See also verse 10th. Where Jonah believed 
} men, or whether satan be a fallen angel or not. All ithe presence of the Lord to be, we learn chapter ii. 4, 
we wish noticed is, that a place is here spoken of| When he said, “ I am cast out of thy sight ; bat! will 
‘where God's presence is said to be, and where he met | look again toward thy holy Temple.” In short, wheth- 
with others. But as some have looked on this scene er the Jews were in the land of Judea, or at a distance 
las rather referring to heaven than earth, we pass it | from it even in captivity, when they prayed or per- 
‘without further remark, and proceed to notice the fol- formed worship to the God of Israel, it was as to place 
lowing texts, about which there can be no dispute as directed towards Judea, to the city Jerusalem, andito the 
‘to God’s presence being in some particular part on this} Femple as the particular spot of the presence of their 
earth. |God. See among other passages the following, which 


| : prow F toes 
| Iv Gen. iv. 16, not only is a place referred to where | I need not consider particularly. Dan, vi. 10, 1 Kings 
Ps. v. 7. It would be waste of time to pursue 


'God’s presence is supposed to be, but Cain is said to | vill. 
*» And Cain went out from the presence | this subject further, shewiyng that the land of Judea, 


the city Jerusalem, and especially the temple there, 
were the place of God’s presence, 


} 
} 


| ouly where God’s presence is supposed to be, but satan 


| 
hi We do not enter into the 


forth from the presence of the Lord.” 
things are repeated, Job. ii. 1, 7. 


s said to go forth trom it. 


go from it. 
, of the Lord and dwelt in the land of Nod (or vagabond 
'as in the margin,) on the east of Eden.” In verse 14 








sam i j , Vandi é ¥ rr RE ° . 
ihe Mpahery sep. as presence ef" Ged, Ana presence oi Cain says, ‘* behold thou hast driven ine out this day 
sora. 


tended to Preinket sy - sabe ve oa Aa from the face of the earth: and from thy face shall I 
anener i hope aed P bern “sy: cl ae atte | be hid; and I shall be a fugitive and a vagabond in 
aes wins Vet devaaneet ar tee or presence of the ‘the earth.” Unless there was some particular place 
. 5 { "e . res of tl ° . . : 

- se days where God met with men, and where his 

Lord in scripture, is sometimes meant his being every | im, thane 4a; : 
where present. Thus David says, Psalm exxxix. 7, 8, 


“ Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall 


| presence was enjoyed, how could Cain go out from the 
presence of the Lord, or how could he be hid from 


I shall now proceed to notice some passages, which 
appear to me to decide, what is the meaning of the 
phrase, ‘* presence of the Lord,” in the passage under 
consideration, and also the nature of the punishment 
of which it speaks. ‘The first I notice is, 

2 Kings xiii. 23, ** And the Lord was gracious unto 
them, and had compassion on them, and had respect 
unto them, because of his covenant with Abraham, 





God's face. 
But I observe further, that it is evident, that the | 
presence of the Lord was in a peculiar sense among | 
the children ef Israel, Says God to Moses,—‘* My | 
presence shall go with thee and I will give thee rest.” 
To this Moses replies,—‘‘ if thy presence go not with | 
: us, carry us not up hence.” And it was a proof that 
n the passage we are considering, they are said to be |),,4¢] had found grace in God’s sight that he was with 
punished with everlasting destruction from the pre-t icm. See Exodus xxxiii, 14—17. Compare Isa. 
tence of the Lord. This then cannot be the sense in|), iii 9, Ps. li. 11. It need not be proved, for it will 
Which this phrase is used in this passage. the’ Tabernacle in the wilderness, ' 


I flee from thy presence? If 1 ascend up into heaven, 
thou art there; if I make my bed in hell (Sheol) be- 
hold thou art there,” &c. see the whole passage.— 
Now, admitting for argument’s sake, that hell is a 
place of future punishment, the wicked even there 
would not be out of God's presence, in this sense. Yat 





‘not be disputed, that 


Isaac and Jacob, and would not destroy them, neither 
cast he them from his presence as yel.”” But what God 
here says, that ‘* as yet” he would not do to this people, 
in the following passage we find it said, he did do te 
them. 

2 Kings xxiv. 20, “* For through the anger of the 
Lord, it came to pass in Jernsalem and Judah, until he 
had cast (hem oul from his presence, that Zedekiah re- 
belled agaiust the king of Babylon.” The same is re- 
peated, Jer. lii. 3, which I need not transcribe. On 
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Is it the duty of this girl to give? Is it the duty of ming ' 
this Clergyman, under these circumstances, to receive. tothe blush. In addition to this, he was deprived of 
: KA mfous his darling child, at a time when he needed comfort 
Notr.—The “ American Eagle” has become one of 3nd consolation.—But mark the mystery of divine Pro- 
ihe most interesting weekly papers in the Union, on vidence: this beloved Joseph, whom he had long wept 
the subject of Missions and the clerical schemes of the | 1.4 jamented, for whose loss he had spent many nights 
day. We are much pleased to see the bold and inde- o¢ bitter anguish, from whom he had been separated 
pendent etand the Editor nae made against the artful twenty-two years, and in imagination had heard his dy- 
and unwarrantable plans which are adopted to obtain ing groans and witnessed his expiring agonies,—on a 
pty pee pe ea engl henge 1 spending =e \sudden the joyful tidings strike his ears, ‘* Joseph is 
‘Gospel atid saving the souls of ore zaving near tae yet alive, and he is governor overall the land of Egypt.” 
Cernwall Missionary School, and in the neighborhood tie)’ eieoh ound entails Gs greet a parent’s ear !— 
of the noted or rather notorious’ Lyman Beecher, el No wonder that at first, he disbelieved the tidings, 


withal, being a member of the Congregation or Pres-' when they came from the mouth of those who before 
byterian Society, he has had an opportunity to judge of 1.4 announced his death. These men then appeared 
the merits of the cause in which the clergy port tang Bae _in their true light to their venerable parent ; their base 
éarnestly and perseveringly engaged. The result has; usage of their dear brother was then revealed as with 
been that he has seen the propriety and necessity of asun beam. How must they have been abashed at 
coming out azainst the missionary or rather monied | : Phev but 


the presence of their much injured parent! 
" . . . ' 
operations now carrying on. His statements and re-) 5.21 before this had an affecting interview with their 


marks have awakened up inquiry in Connecticut ; and brother; that brother whom they had sold as a slave ; 


it is satisfactory to learn, that the patrons of his paper) 16 whom they would not hear, when distress and an- 
are fast increasing. ‘* More than one hundred and siz- 


ty new subscribers,” says the Editor, ‘** have been re- 


ceived in the last fire weeks.”” These who wish to be- |a deaf ear in hie greatest distress. 


8 4 mee — site 








guish was on him. To him they had to bow down and 


But now the joyful 


come acquainted with the preceedings of the clergy in | meeting betwixt the aged father and the long-lost son. , 


New England, and see their scemes exposed, and are | What joy musi he have felt to behold his beloved Jos- 


in circumstances to afford it, wil) not be doing any in- | eph for whom he had shed many bitter tears,—such 


justice to themselves by subscribing for this | ke It \joy as that will the ransomed children of God feel 
is published by Isaiah Bunce, Litchfield, Connecticut, ; 


at two dollars a year.—Phila. Reformer. ' Though their days may have been few and evil on 


earth, yet the joye of heaven wil] be infinitely greater 
| than all the pleasures, that this world could have af 
‘forded, had their days been passed in happiness and 
| prosperity. Too many it is feared, make their lives 
miserable by their own misconduct. At the close of 
their existence, they may well exclaim, ** few and 
evil have the days of the years of my life been.”” My 


— | QD: a 
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THE MOR.ALIST...No. XII. 
“ Few and evil have the days of the years of my life 


been.”’—Gen. xvii. 9. 


These words were spoken by pious Jacob, in answer! may have the approbation of our conscience ; though 
te the question, put to him, by the Egyptian Monarch. ‘ 





eled with cruelty, which would have put a Nero 


| supplicate for mercy ;—him to whom they had turned. 


‘when they see the face of their Almighty Parent.— | 


| beloved friends, may we conduct so in life, that we: 


adversity may be our lot, yet we shall have peace | 












subject. We know, from the nature of things, 
Adam’s first transgression must have reduced him at 
once, from a state of innocence, and of Virtne if he had 
acquired any, to a state of guiltiness with its attendant 
remorse and fearfulness. We know too, from the na- 
ture of things, that one transgression could not render 
him infinitely guilty ; for it is self-evident that.a recond 
transgression must have added to his guilt, and that a 
third, fourth, fifth, &c. must, each, have rendered him 
; still more guilty; which could not be the case if the 
) guilt of his first transgression were infinite, incapable of 
| being increased, 
The learned Doctors of the church have taught, how- 

ever, with their wonted assurance, that Adam’s trans. 
gression wrought a universal and entire change in his 
, moral condition, and instantaneously transmuted his 
| whole nature from perfect holiness to total depravity, 
, But does the Bible state this ? No; not a word of it.— 
| What avthority for it, then, can there possibly be? As 
for common sense, or r ason, that would teach that one 
act of disobedience could ro more change Adams na- 
_ture into total depravity, than one act of obedience 
/could afterwards convert it into perfect holiness. The 
fact is, one single act is not enough to determine the 
general character of a person to be either very good or 
very bad. 


that 





| To sum up the whole that we hare collected of this 
, subject, from scripture and reason: it appears that af- 
ter his transgression Adam had more knowledge thas 
before ; but that in gaining this additional knowledge, 
he lost his innocence, and became guilty and afraid of 
his Maker, and was su'jected to toil and sorrow while 
‘be should remain on earth. This was the condition 
into which this transgression reduced him. 


| fil. Did Adam's transgression change God's disposi- 
tion towards him? 
| But why ask this question ? 


‘was changed? 


Why ask whether God 
Does not every body believe that God 
is unchangeable ? says the reader. It does not seem 
so; forit has long been the doctrine of the church, that 
| God who had loved Alam before his transgression, was 


{ 





The question was this, ** How old art thou?” His an-! within,—and like the venerable patriarch of old, our! full of wrath towards him afterwards, withdrew all 
sewer was, one hundred and thirty years old, and fur- last days shall be our best. Muay heaven’s richest ,;communion trom him, and cursed him instead of con- 
thermore he says. ** few and evil have the days of the blessings attend you through life, which ln the earnest ‘tinuing to bless him. What a change is here! A 


vears of my life been.”? The venerable patriarch had | prayer of your brother— 
experienced many changes in the course of his long | 
lile.—trom the day he left his father’s house, till he 

went down tothe land of Egypt, to see his beloved son, | 
whom he had supposed long since dead. You thatare | 
conversant with scripture, are acquainted with the 
particulars of this beautiful narrative. To read the 
affecting bistory is enough to draw tears from the eyes 
of every person susceptible of the feelings of humanity. 
He must be hardened indeed, who can remain unmoy- 
ed at it. Methinks | see the venerable old man over- 
whelmed in grief at the loss of his darling child, the 
son of his old age, on whom he had fondly doated ; 
torn in pieces as he supposed, by some wild beast.—— 
How must his fond bosom have wrung with anguish, when 
he veheld the bloody coat. Say, ye fond parents, 
when some lovely child has been torn from your em- 
braces by the unrelenting hand of the king of terrors. 
Has not your tears flowed when the desire of your eyes 
was taken from you with a stroke? When your dearest 
comforts had taken their flight? When the springs of 
human consolation were dried up and every joy with- 
ered, and fled? Have'you not been ready to exclaim 
in the language of the text, ** few and evil have the 
days of the years of my life been?” The venerable 
patriarch, when he had attained to an age almost with- 
out parallel in modern times, complained that his days 
had been few and evi]. This life had been a scene o: 
sorrow. ‘T'wenty years he was an exile from his fath- 
er’s house, from which he fled through fear of his broth- 
er Esau. His uncle was treacherous towards him.— 
His beloved wife, for whom he served seven years, was 
suddenly torn from him by death. His sons were guil- 
ty of the greatest treachery towards the Shechemites, 


MoRALIS?. 
West-Cambridge, April 3, 1824. 
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ORIGINAL AND PRESENT CONDITION 
OF HUMAN NATURE. 


(Continued from page 160.) 


Il. What was the condition into which Adam's trans- 
gression reduced hiim ? 

No man, in his senses, will pretend to know any 
thing more of this condition, than what divine inspira- 
tion has recorded, and the natare of things makes evi- 
dent. Let us see, then, what the scriptures state con- 
cerning it. This we can very readily do ; for there is 
but one passage in the whole Bible that gives an ac- 
count of the condition into which Adam was reduced 
by his transgression. This passage is in the 3d chap- 
ter of Genesis. It states, That ‘‘ the eyes of them both 
{Adam and Eve] were opened, and they knew that 
they were naked ;” that God said, ‘* Behold the man 
is become as one of us, to know good and evil;” that 
Adam said he was afraid, when he heard the voice of 
God in the garden; that Adam and Eve hid them- 
selves from the presence of the Lord; that the Lord 
condemned them to labor, sorrow and pain, until they 
should return unto dust; and that he sent them out 
from Eden, lest they should » take of the tree of life, 
and eat and live forever.” So much, and so much 
only, do we gather from the scriptures, concerning our 





change from love to infinite vengeance, from cemmun- 
| ion to estrangement, aud from blessing to cursing, and 
this allat once! Man himself, that variable creature 
agitated by a thousand fluctuating passions, never ex- 
periences a greater chavge of disposition than this— 
How could christians be so thoughtless as to dishonor 
the immutable God by such an imputation! All this 
wretched confusion arises from their inattention to the 
scriptures, and from their foolish fancy for certain terrifit 
notions. I wish the reader to take particular notice of 
one fact, and to bear it in his mind, viz. That the Bi 
ble neither says nor intimates that God became an ete 
emy to Adam, nor that he loved him less than before 
his franseression ; vor that he cursed bim at all; nor 
yet that he withdrew communion from him. On the 
contrary, it actually gives an account of Gods com- 
muning with Adam and Ere immediately after their 
transgression, of hie promising that the seed of the wo 
man should bruise the serpent’s head, and of bis cloth- 
ing them with coats of skins. Does all this appear like 
wrath and cursing? ' i 

God is immutable ; and it would therefcre be imp! 
ous to say that Adam’s transgression changed JeHovah’s 
disposition or purposes, ‘The same love that he exer 
cised, in the beginning, towards his dependant crea- 
ture, must remain unaltered to eternity. MARGE.» 

The remaining question to be cousidered in a future 
number. 


UNIVERSALIST SOCIETY. 


Those Gentlemen who contemplate ‘forming a Reli- 
rious Association on the basis of GOD’S UNIVERSAL 
“};OODNEES—and all those who feel conscientiously 


disposed to forward the establishment of a Soctely of le 
versalists in this town, are requested ‘to meet at tht 


house of AARON MITCHELL, Esq.on WednesdayEvening 


vext, at 7 o'clock, for the purpose of making arrange 
ments accordingly.—.Vantuckel Ingutrer. 


7 











